Dr. Robert Skinner (Ph.D. Geology, University of Washington) is an Executive Fellow of The School of
Public Policy and Energy Research Adviser to the VP Research at the University of Calgary. He has
over four decades of experience in government, industry, and academia. He has authored
numerous papers, reports and articles on energy and environment, energy policy and market
regulation. His broad expertise covers national and international energy policy, geopolitics,
research strategy and organizational structure, business development, project analysis and risk
assessment. He held senior energy policy positions in the Canadian government, including as
Assistant Deputy Minister responsible for policy advice on all energy commodities, alternative
transport fuels and nuclear energy. His international experience stems from his term as Director of
the Policy Office of the International Energy Agency at the OECD in Paris, where he led the Agency’s
analysis on energy and climate change, and reviews of member countries’ energy policies. He also
led teams to provide structural and energy policy advice for economies in transition in eastern
Europe and for South Africa. His industry experience was with TOTAL and Statoil, including
establishing their offices and business development in the Alberta oil sands. He is a Distinguished
Fellow and former Director of the Oxford Institute for Energy Studies.



